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At a General Aſſembly of the 


State of Connecticut, holden at 
_ Hartford, on the Revd Thurl- 
nad of May, A. D. — 


\RDERED, That Mr. Benj amis . 
and Col. Jeremiah Halſey, return the 


5 Thanks of this e to the Reverend 
LzVI Hart, for his Sermon delivered at 
the General Election on the x1th Inſtant, : 


| and requeſt a Copy thereof that it may be 
FO TT 


— by 


Gronen Wruys, Sec'ry, 


0 
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An Election SE R MO N. 


ECCLESIASTES, X. 1. 


Dead flies cauſe the ointment of the Apothecary to ſend forth. 
e ſavor + ſo doth a no folly him that is in u repu- ; 


lation 1. w/o and honau 


TT is Ks that the feelings of none in the aſſembly 
will be wounded by the introduction of this maxim, 


which may ſeem unpoliſhed ; when it is conſidered that it 
was penned by a perſon of the firſt character for diſcern- 


ment: who was alſo the chief magiſtrate of a great king- 


dom, and under the ſuperintending influence of the Holy 
Spirit. King Solomon made choice of the wiſdom requi- 
fite for his important ſtation, and God graciouſly gave 
him his deſire.“ From that wiſdom, improved by long 
experience, and directed by ſupernatural influence, he 


was eminently qualified to give proper inſtruction to per- 


ſons of every condition in life: both as it conſiſted in 
general maxims, and 1 in t the application. of them to par- 


ucular caſes, 8 2h 
| Thy 
7 Kings, iii, | 1, —12. nn 
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„ An ELECTION SERMON. 


Tx paſſage Vo us cantains: 4 general principle, ap- 
licable to a variety of particular characters. It will ap- 


ply to all who are diſtinguiſhed for ſuppoſed worth, and 
reſpected by mankind on that account : to all who are in 
ſtations of eminence, where their accompliſhments are 
conſpicuous, and their faults, if they have any, are not 


hidden. Theſe are the poſſeſſors of that wiſdom and ho- 
nour, which is compared to the precious ointment of the 
apothecary : that good name which is even more valuable 


than precious ointment. A little folly, however, in a 


character fo confpicuous, and exalted, will tarniſh its 


beauty, and diffus v an ill ſavour through the ſweet per- 
fume.* 


As the maxim in the text is fitted to ſuch an extenſive 


application, to perſons of eminence in the ſeveral claſſes 
of fociety, it requires e our ſerious attention on the preſent 


: occaſion, 


Av DISCUSSION of the ſubject 18 propoſed 1 in the follow- 


1. A DESCRIPTION of a reputable character, or good 
name, wlll be atterapted. 


It, Tux deſtructive influence of folly, when mixed 
Wich ſuch a character, will be conſidered. 


III. Ax application of the general maxim to particular 


characters, will conclude the diſcourſe. 


I. A DESCRIPTION of a good name, or r reputable Cha- 


: racter, will be attempted. 


Tax compariſon of a good name, to the precious oint- 


ment of the apothecary, 1 18 implied in the text and Other 


ſacred paſſages. . 


F Ron an inſtitution! in the antient Moſaic writings we 


learn that an holy anointing oil was to be made, by a mix- 
ture 


Text and Chap vil. x. 4 Ecclekaſtes vii. . Canticles i. 3. 
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ture of the moſt excellent ſpices, with the pure oil of the 
olive tree. With this precious ointment, the prieſts, the 
tabernacle, and its utenſils were to be anointed, as a con- 
ſecration to the particular ſervice of God.“ 


Tuts holy oil which was not to be imitated, or even 
applied, except for the purpoſes, and in the manner ſHeci- 
fied in the inſtitution, was evidently deſigned to repreſent 


the excellent nature of true religion, and of the Holy Spi- 


A rit, in his ſanctifying influences on the hearts of men.— 
8 


Thoſe beſt accompliſhments of the human mind—as 
- there 1s, in theſe, a combination of the moſt amiable qual- 


ties compoſing the character of the man of God. 


pſalmiſt, to illuſtrate the mutual and harmonious affection 
of brethren, 


repreſented under this lame metaphor. 


manner as to conſtitute one complete object. In which 
the beauty of each is, not only preſerved, but exhibited, 


with ſuperior advantage; by its connection with. the reſt, 


lar Win ſuch a manner, as to heighten the perfection of che 
whole. 


1 


na- TuIs is true with regard to the beauty of all complex 


objects. I conſiſts in the Ade pi portion of each part, tothe 
at- %. for which it is deſigned—to its various relations, and to 
her the whole, This will appear by an application of the ob- 
© Wrvation to objects confeſſedly beautiful, in the various 
productions of nature and art. In theſe laſt, we are, 


ſometimes, agreeably entertained and improved, by view- 
x- ing de diſplays of human ſagacity. But, 11 in the firſt, we 
E ; 


are 


= Zo q Lxodus XXX: TY 4 Palm CXXFiii. + Pialm xlv. 6, 7, 8. 


A Liks mode of expreſſion. is uſed, by the infoired 


influence of hae affection. + Finally, 8 n 2 quat- 
ities and unequalled glories of the divine Meſſiah, are 


Tux idea running through the ſeveral repreſentations 
IS, obviouſly, the fame. A variety of individual objects, 
excellent in themſelves, united and combined, in ſuch a 
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Ire truck with pleaſing and deyout aftoniſhment, at their 

inimitable beauty and grandeur. And, by the perfection 
diſcernible in his various works, from the moſt ſimple and 
minute, to the moſt complex and magnificent, we are 
led © to look through nature, up to nature's God.“ 


Tax beautiful, the exact gradations, and proportions, 

by which they are conſtituted and directed, impreſs the 
devout philoſopher with the deepeſt reverence for the 
Moſt High, and lead him to acknowledge that © the 

| heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament 
ſheweth his handy works”*— and that n | wiſdom he 
bath made them all. © 


Bur ve muſt not indulge f in theſe atpiril refletions 
but confine our attention to that particular ſpecies of 
beauty, which conſtitute a good character. Are marerial 
and inanimate objects beautiful, intelligent creatures muſt 
be capabie of that which is far greater; and more perfect 
in proportion to the ſuperior nature of the ſoul. This 
beauty of the mind, is what renders man worthy of 
eſteem, and by which he obtains the approbation of the 
viſe and good: | 


IT is worthy of notice, that the perleckioh of the pre- 
_ etous ointment, referred to in the text, conſſſted in the ex- 
cellent quality of its ſeveral parts, and their due propor- 
tion to each other. In like manner, a good name 1s the 
reſult of a compoſition of mental excellencies, fitly pros 
Ware to each other, and to their objec, - 


Human perfection may be ſummed up in the excel- 
tent qualities of the underſtanding, and the heart. All 
bur perceptions and knowledge belong to the former, and 
all emotions, affections, and determinations, to the latter. 
The beauty of the underſtanding conſiſts in its ſuſceptibil- 
ity of thoſe perceptions, by which we are furniſhed with 
the knowledge requiſite to our place and FRO + or, in 


their 


* Pſalm xix. i. + Pfalm civ. 24. 


their actual exiſtence. 


objects, on which they terminate. 


heart. 
ly of the greateſt importance. 
accompliſhments of the underſtanding are of little worth 
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The other eſſential branch of hu- 
man perfection is compriſed in affections correſponding 
to our perceptions: or, in the qualities of the heart. If 
theſe are proportioned, to a proper knowledge of the ob- 


jects of perceptions, it forms that amiable and worthy 


character, which comports with the nature and dignity of 
man-—as he is related to his preſent and future ſelf, to his 


fellow creatures and to his Creator. 


Tur duly proportioned knowledge of the objects of 


human perception; may be ſtiled the natural beauty, or 
perfection, of man; and the correſponding affections of 
the heart, that Which is Humane, domeſtic, civil, moral, or 
evangelical : according to the qualities or relations of the 


theſe, are the deformity of the underſtanding, and the 
The beauty, or perfection of the heart, is evident- 
Without this; the fineſt 


ea, when connected with a heart, altogether deform- 


ed, they conſtitute a character, utterly unworthy. And 


that deformity is even increaſed, in conſequence of its 
connection with ſuperior knowledge. 


eth to do good, and doth 1 it not, to him it is fin.” 


yr ſuitable exertions 'of the heart, the perceptions, and 
Wasser of the mind, are applied to their proper uſe, 


and rational exiſtence is both honorable and happy. But 


this can be aſſerted, with the ſtricteſt propriety, of thoſe 


affections and exertions only, which are of the moral, or 


evangelical kind. The others, which have been tie- 


tioned, have obtained the name of virtues, or perfections, 


on account of their coincidence with particular objects. 


A virtuotts huſband, friend, citizen or ruler, is denomi- 


_ nated from his acting agreeably to thoſe relations: with- 

out any reſpect to what he is, in regard to his more ex- 

And, it is very ſuppoſable, that a 
85 thoſe 5 


tenſive connections. 
perſon may be eminent in one, or more, o 
ar 


And the oppoſite to 5 


For, it is the lan- 
guage of reaſon and revelation that, tc to him who Know- 
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hes. 


goſpel revelation of falvation.— 
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lar virtues, and yet be utterly deformed, or vicious, it 
reſpect to his great and important relations, as the crea- 


ture of God, a rational and immortal being. 


< From hence it appears that though certain affections 


may be beautiful, in a ſeparate view, and as proportioned 
to particular objects, or relations the character, poſſeſ- 
ſed of them, may be exceedingly deformed, on the whole: 
in conſequence of an oppoſition of heart, to its more exten- 
ſive and important connections. And thoſe particular 


attachments, though agreeable in a ſubordination to ſu- 


perior affections, ſerve to heighten the deformity of the 
character, in a different connection. As we ſee men, 
eminent for ſome of the private virtues, often the moſt. 


inveterate and dangerous enemies to the ſtate : when they 
are deſtitute of public affection, and conſider the intereſts 


of their particular connections, and chat of the 8 3 
oppoſition. 


In like manner, A Ss may be poſſeſſed of . of 


thoſe agreeable qualities, which are denominated vir- 


tues, and yet, through the influence of private affection, 
he may be oppoſed to the honour of his Creator, and the 
intereſt of his fellow creatures. And thoſe very attach- 
ments, fo agreeable and uſeful, when ſubordinated to pub- 
lic affection may be ſubſervient to that oppoſition, and 
greatly enhance it. But that coincidence of affection, 
and exertion, to our great moral objects and relations, 
which obtains the name of meral virtue, or perfection in 


rational beings who have never tranſgreſſed, and is evan- 


gelical virtue or holineſs in man, as correſponding to the 
-That, is truly excel- 
lent, both as it is proportional to our moſt extenſive re- 
| lations, and involves a proper affection to all particular 


objects, conſidered in themſelves, and as ſubordinate to 
the whole. 


Wenk we to b theſe general principles to particu- 
Ar characters, the evidence would appear to be ſtill mor 


deciſive. 


deciſive. 
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love, our neighbours as ourſelyes—their happineſs being 
of equal importance with our own. For the fame reaſon, 


the leſs good is to give way to the greater, the private to 
the public, and the intereſt of all nite, created beings, 
ſhould be ſubordinated to the infinite and uncreated Ori- 


ginal of all, To man, as related to his preſent, and fu- 


ture ſelf, it is the voice of reaſon and revelation—* PO 
thyſelf no harm.“ He is directed to ſeek that happineſs, 
which comports with the dignity and importance of his 
exiſtence as a man.—A happineſs conſiſting in union to 

Bis Creator, and to his fellow creatures. 


Tavs the great principles of reaſon, and revelation, 


form a moſt beautiful and harmonious ſyſtem. And the 
man, who is practically conformed to them, is poſſeſſed 


of the excellent qualities conſtituting that good character, 


which is repreſented by the precious menen and is 
declared to excel it. 


Ir we conſider he chriſtian religion, a as a ſcheme adapt- 


5 ed to the caſe of lapled creatures, we ſhall find a no leſs 
beautiful harmony im its ſeveral parts to their reſpective 
objects, to each other, and to the whole. 


Tus divine ſyſtem is conſtituted of two oreat branches. 
The firſt, is a ſupernatural revelation of the way of par- 


don and ſalvation for ſinners of mank ind, through the me- 
diation and atonement of Chriſt ; who is“ God mani- 
feſt in the fleſh.” An atonement every way ſuitable to 


the perfection of God, both as it exhibits the original ex- 


cellence of his character and government, and prepares 
the way for the fulleſt manifeſtation of them, to the rati- 


onal creation, in the actual recovery, and ſalvation, of 
ſinners. 
TRE 


he great law of religion, in reference to our 
duty to God, our Creator, is ſummed up in that reveren- 
tial and practical affection, which is proportioned to our 
utmoſt ability. In relation to our fellow men, we are to 
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the compariſon implied in the text, it may 
obſerve, that one eſſential excellence of the precious oint- 
ment refered to, conſiſted in its fragrant and reviving 
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＋ HE other branch, of the chriſtian revelation, contains 
what man 1s to believe and do, in reference to this reve- 
lation—the whole train of chriſtian graces and exertions, 
which correſpond to his condition as a ſinner, to his re- 
lations to God, as Creator, Redeemer, Sanctifier and 


Judge to mankind, and to his own preſent and future 
exiſtence. Theſe, fitly expreſſed, in à life of chriſtian 
| holineſs, form the character of © the man of God, fur- 


niſhed to every good work.“ Each of theſe is excellent 
in itſelf, and as connected with the reſt. And all of them, 
collectively viewed, and raiſed to their proper ſtandard, 


form the chriſtian for that ſtate of perfection to which he 


is redeemed ; and prepare him to fill a place in that church 


| oft the firſt-born, of which he is a member. 


So little cauſe have the oppoſers of chriſtianity to re- 


ject it, as a ſcheme unworthy of God, and repugnant to 
the dictates of reaſon and philoſophy. It was, long ſince, 
obſeryed by a great maſter of reaſon, that © true and 


deep Mhilofophy always leads men to a profound admi- 
ration of the jirſt cauſe.” It may be added, that this pro- 
found admiration will be abundantly increaſed by a pro- 
per view of that great firſt cauſe, as diſplayed in the chriſ- 


tian revelation. It is minute philejophy only which leads 
men to 1 98 this divine Hillen. 


We now proceed to the next branch of our - ſubje&. 


II. To conſider the deſtructive influence of folly, when 


mixed with a good name. 


Tuar we may underſtand the force and propriety of 
e proper to 


ſmell.“ The deſtructive influence of the dead fly, con- 


ifted 1 in its taking Way the ſweet ſayour of the oint- 


| Wa. 
* Cant. i. 3. 


en 
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ment, or in cauſing it to ſmell diſagreeably. By its pu- 


trefaction a poiſonous, as well as offenſive, quality was al- 


ſo diffuſed through the compoſition. And as this ſweet 


and refreſhing ointment, would become diſagreeable, and 
deſtructive, by the mixture of the dead fiy—ſo the moſt 
reſpectable character may looſe its luſtre, and be covered 
with difgrace, by the mixture of folly. 


PR 


Tuna the repreſentation may be more fully under- 
ſtood, it may be farther obſerved, that the term folly, as 
-uſed by this inſpired writer, is not reſtrained to its prima- 
ry ſignification, to denote a deſtitution of rational percep- 

tions, or an imbecility of intellect 
_ deſcription cannot be ſuppoſed to be in reputation for 
wiſdom and honour, 


I will likewiſe appear, by an examination of the paſ- 


ſages where this and other like terms are uſed, that they 
are eſpecially deſigned to expreſs the quality and charac- 
ter of thoſe who Teglett the proper application of their 
intellectual powers, or uſe them for oppoſite and deſtruc- 
tive ends. In this ſenſe the term folly is to be underſtood 


in the paſſage before us. 


Oxex more, it muſt be remembered, that the charac- 


ter mentioned, in the text, is ſuppoſed to be eminent. It 


belongs to ſuch as are © in reputation, for wiſdom and 


honour.” The aſſertion might be illuſtrated by an ap- 
plication to particular inſtances, of the mixture of folly, 


in a character otherwiſe reputable. The expreſſions of a 


bad heart reproach the moſt exalted ſtation. And, folly 
is the reverſe of that wiſdom which is the honour of a vir- 
tuous character, in the various applications of the expreſ- 
ſion : ſome of which have been named already. . 


A PERSON poſſeſſed. of, even the beſt, iudelle u 1 
compliſhments, but the reverſe of what he ought to be in 
the ſeveral relations of human life, and his connections in 


ſociety, 1 is deſtitute of the whole train of yirtues ; and hid 


character 


Perſons of this 


1 


Ty $44 
i 1 


? 
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| charater ſends forth an offenſive ſaree; This will be 
evident in real life: it is true of a huſband and father, 
deſtitute of conjugal and paternal affection—a nominal 


patriot, void of public ſpirit a judge, under the blinding 


influence of the love of money and a rich man, deſtitute of 
compaſſion and liberality to the poor. Men, deſtitute of 


tꝰ e virtues ſuitable to their particular conditions and re- 


lations, and under the influence of the oppoſite vices, are 

the objects of juſt abhorrence, in proportion to their op- 
portunity to be uſekul, to che eminence of their abilities 
and ſtations. 


"Tis truth will * {till more obvious by applying it 
to the great moral objects, and relations, of man. By a 
fingle fault, the moſt awful ruin is diffuſed through the 


human race. In place of that holy affection, to the Moſt 


High, and to our brethren of mankind, which is ſuitable 
to our nature and relations, and is our higheſt perfection; 
ſelfiſh propenſities have the dominion in the human 
heart, and “ all men ſeck their own.” . This is the general 
ſource of ruin to mankind. From hence, as their] Proper 
fountain, proceed, the private and public quarrels, the 


cruel wars and ſlaughters, which have filled cur world— 


all the oppreſſions and perſecutions which, under Various 


pretences, have ſpread deſolation through che earth. The 


wide- ſpreading ruin has diffuled itſelf through all ages, 


all nations, and claſſes of mankind. It has infected all 


degrees of ſociety, from the meaneſt cottages, to the moſt 
er en GAR empires. ; a | 


* 
TRE hiſtory of paſt ages, ind kingdoms, will atteſt the 


i 3 of theſe obſervations, and general experience will 


confirm them. This dead fly, with-; 1ts malignant. infec- 
tion, enters the retirements of domeſtic quiet, and diſ- 


tur ds the ſweet enjoyment of its tender friendſhips ; and, 
in many inſtances, utterly deſtroys them. It even ſets a 
man at variance with himſelf, and the conflict uſually iſ- 


a in his 0 a prey to chis baneful pation. To this 
mult 


ee 
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muſt be traced, ſuicide i1/elf, that moſt unnatural of all 


the crimes of wretched mortals. 


Fix ALI v, this ſets man at copalition to tit Maker, 
and leads him to reje & the proffered grace and ſalvation 


of the goſpel, procured and offered by the great Redeemer 


Land thus to plunge himſelf into the moſt agravated, 
and remedileſs ruin. But for this, how happy were the 
lot of men! united to their Creator, to each other, 


and to themſelves ; poſſeſſed of intellectual, and other 


endowments, ſulficieat for the ſublimeſt .purſuirs and en- 
joyments, in a reciprocation of benevolent exertions, and 
in united reverential love and obedience, to the fountain 


of good. 


Bur it is time to Gum this gloomy ſide of human na- 
ture, and of our ſubject, and e to the concluding 
branch of it. 


III. In an application, of the general maxim, to o par- 


| ticular characters. 


Tas preſent Joyful anniverſary, and this reſpectable 
aſſembly, invite us to apply the ſubject to the intereſting 


concerns of juriſ-prudence and civil government. The 
gentlemen of the to houſes of Aſſembly, are the perſons 
pointed out in the text, elected to their reſpective pla- 

ces of honour and reputation, by the unpurchaſed, unſoli- 


cited votes of the freemen of the ſtate. 


| Inv a conſtitution like our's, nothing but diſtinguiſhed 
merit can be a recommendation to public office. 1 
thoſe, who are thus choſen, who are in reputation for 
wiſdom and honour. Happy indeed ! if no dead fly be 


ever found in this venerable © aſſembly of wiſe men.” 


In the preſent application of the ſubject, we have only to 
ſhew, that each branch of the legiſlature, and adminiſtra- 
tion, muſt be compoſed of men equal in ability, and rec- 
titude of eee to the 1 of their ſtations. 
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As the object of government is the good of ſociety, it 
is natural to remark, that the rulers of a ſtate ſhould have 
a thorough knowledge of its intereſts, on the whole. A 
ſupetficial teaſoner in politics, is a very bad ſtateſman, 
Such an one will often purſue ſome trifling intereſt of the 
tate, real or imaginaty; to the neglect and hazard of its 


8 


greateſt, and moſt laſting emolument. 


ir I rightly apprehend the nature of our conſtitution, 
the honorable members of the Upper Houſe of Aſſembly, 
beſide acting as aſſiſtants to his Excellency, are repreſenta- 
tives of the ſtate, at large. To theſe, in particular, it is 
given in charge © that the commonwealth receive no dam- 
age. The gentlemen of the Lower Houſe, ftand in 
much the fame relation to their reſpective corporations, 
as the honourable council, to the whole ſtate. In legiſ- 
lation and government, the intereſt of each corporation is 


to be regarded individually; and as connected with that 


of the ſtate—in ſuch amanner as to conſtitute a common 
good, in which each town and, as far as poſſible, each 
individual, ſhall find it to be his intereſt to unite. This 
common good of the ſtate, muſt alſo be purſued in a man- 
2 coinciding with the intereſt of the confederacy at 
. e e 


Tux members of the Houſe of Repreſentatives ought 
to have a good acquaintance, at leaſt, with the reſpective 
intereſts of their own corporations, and to know how to 
promote them by the wiſeſt means, in conſiſtence with 
the common good of the ſtate. The honourable mem- 
bers of the Council ſhould have a ſtill more exact and 
extenſive knowledge of the public intereſt, in its ſeveral 
branches, as they are guardians to the whole ſtate—and 
ſhould know how to ſecure and promote its welfare, ſo 
as to produce the greateſt quantity of good, to each branch, 
and to the whole. And, as ſhall moſt exactly coincide 
Vith the intereſt of the United States and bear a friend- 
I y aſpect to the good of ſociety, and mankind, at large. 
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IT is the part of the accompliſhed legiſlator to inveſti- 
gate the beſt intereſt of each claſs of ſociety, and riſe, by 
juſt gradations, in his plans and ſyſtem, from parts to the 


whole; till he fix a common good, compriſing the wel- 
fare of his ſubjects, as a body, and this, in conſiſtence with 
the intereft of mankind. Such may the legiſlature of 


Connecticut be, and adopt the wiſeſt plans to promote 


its true intereſt, and to advance the preſent and future 


happineſs and glory of the United States; as a confede- 


rate republic, acting on the great theatre of the world, 
ranking with other nations, and havin 
pects, a common intereſt with them; and, involving the 


g, in various rel- 


happineſs, or miſery, of the many unborn millions who 


are to ſucceed us; and fill our extenſive territory with 
Houriſhing ſettlements : whoſe it will be to complete the 
glorious fabric of liberty and equal government, founded 
by the wiſdom of our venerable ſenators, and cemented 
by the blood of our ſons and brothers. Tat 


| Sven, and fo great, are the events connected with the 
_ Preſent day. It is even an æra pregnant with the fate of 
a world | Where then, it will be aſked, is the wiſdom, 


not more than human, which 1s equal to the importance of 


legiſlation and government, in founding this rifing empire ? 


* . S 0 f . . . 
In this, however, as in other branches of practical Know- 


ledge, though the higheſt degree of perfection can not be 


obtained, the man who would deſerve to be in reputation 
for wiſdom and honour, muſt climb the lofty ſteep of 
knowledge, in his profeſſion, with unabating aſſiduity, 


* 


and approach, as near as poſſible, to the unattainable 


height. 


Tx other accompliſhment of the good legiſlator, and 
which renders him worthy of the higheſt reſpect, is exer- 
tion for the public intereſt, proportionate to his abilities. 


Without this, the greateſt ſkill in juriſ-prudence and civil 


o 


government, will be vain. Indeed, knowledge, howe- 


yer neceſſary, derives its importance from its connection 
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with exertions, for the good of ſociety. And, unconnect- 
ed with a diſpoſition to ſuch exertions, in a ruler, it may 


produce conſequences—fatal to the ſtate. The public | 


man muſt be like the excellent Centurion, who had the 


teſtimony of the. Jews that he loved their nation.—Or, 
like the celebrated Emperor who, when a ſingle day had 


paſſed without any particular inſtance of benificent ex- 


ertion, lamented ſaying, © TI have loſt a day.“ 


Wno can ſufficiently revere the venerable patriot, whoſe 


life is devoted to the ſervice of his country, and of man- 


kind? From a determination of the human mind, which 


is univerſal, this character has been the admiration of all 
nations, and claſſes of men. * Bleſſed art thou, O land, 
when thy king is the ſon of nobles, and thy princes eat in 


due ſeaſon, for ſtrength, and not for drunkenneſs.”* 


Here is full. ſcope for the collected wiſdom and virtue of 


our venerable Aſſembly! And, with what inviting ſa- 


vour will thoſe ever honoured names be perpetuated to 
poſterity, through all generations, whote wiſdom and vir- 


tue, whether in the council or in the field, have fixed the 


baſis, for the future greatneſs of this empire of freedom! 


: AMonc theſe, and at their head, we behold, with 


thankful praiſe to the great Preſerver, ſafe from the perils 
of the war, © The Hero who redeemed our land!“ 


From the midſt of ten thouſand dangers, reſtored to the 


boſom of peace, and domeſtic felicity—— Above the wiſh 
for other honours than thoſe which his diſtinguiſhed vir- 


tue has ſecured, — Happy in the ſafety of his country, 


like the parent claſping his dear child, juſt ſnatched from 
the jaws of death, „„ „ 


WIA is all the tinſeled greatneſs of kaughty mon- 


archy, compared with the meek majeſty, the ſweet and 
dignified ſerenity of that heroic breaſt! ſoftened with the 
molt tender ſentiments of humanity ! conſcious of his own 


{ſucceſsful 
* Eccleſiaſtes x. 17. e 
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ſucceſsful efforts, and of the grateful, the affectionate, 
acknowledgements of the nation, which he was born to 
ſave. How much better is the name he has obtained, 
than that of ſons and daughters! Preſent and future ge- 


nerations will glory in the relation, and li ping intancy 
will be tond to call him father. Fe 


Sve are the ſweet rewards of diſtinguiſhed merit.---- 


May thoſe which are far greater and more laſting attend 
the "illuſtrious WasninGTON.---May he be the care of 
heaven, the highly favoured ſubject of the King of Kings. 

May he grow old in conſcious peace with God, and 
the iweet ſenſibility of chriſtian conſolation. Long may 

| he bleſs mankind, and honour the Redeemer ; till, ma- 

_ tured with age and piety, and ſatisfied with this life---- 


ſweetly, and without a parting groan, he thall drop what 
was mortal, and aſcend to glory. 


sven are thy charms, O virtuous philanthropy — 


May the venerable aſſembly of the wiſe men of Connce- 


ticut, feel thy lweetnels, and diffuſe thy luſtre ! 


K ſubject opens an extended field, for uſeful id en- 
tertaining reflections, which will readily occur to the feel- 
ing mind, and ſhall not, therefore, be particularly named. 
It remains that the diſcourſe be concluded with reſpect- 


ful addreſſes to the characters in the Aſſembly, diſtin- 


guiſhed by reputation for wiſdom and honour. 


Dory, and inclination, require that our firſt acknow- 


ledgement be paid to the Chief Magiſtrate of the State — 6 


May IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 


1 concRaTULATE my fellow ſubje&s and myſelf on 
the preſervation of your important life, to this joyful 


anniverſary,——lf to be in reputation for wiſdom and 


honour be a felicity—If to have received the teſtimonies 


of your country's high reſpect, for a long courſe of ſuc- 


| cceding years—-lf to de called, 88 the public voice, to 


various, 
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various, conſtant and important ſervices—gradually a- 
ſcending in the ica'e of honour and uſefulneſs, and to be 
finally placed! in the chair of government—It to be plac- 
ed in it, in the evening of life, and in a tempeſtuous ſea- 
ſon, when ſuperior wiſdom and virtue was moſt ſenſibly 


requilite, to guide the ſtate. And, if to have been ſuc- 
ceſsful in adminiſtrat.onIf any, or all of theſe, are agree- 


able reflections, your Excellency will partake with your 
affectionate people, in the joys of this day. 


| You are happy, Sir, i in the independence and proſpe- 
rity of your country, and in a review of your own large 
ſhare in the troubles, and ſucceſs, of the important revo- 


lution. May I not add—Ir is no trifling honour to ſtand 


on the liſt of fame, and exiſt in the hiſtoric page, as the 
firſt Magiſtrate of Connecticut. On the fame column 


with that diſtinguiſhed catalogue of worthies, who have 


filled the chair—down, from the venerable firſt Hiuthrop, 
to his Excellency, Governor Trumbull.* Who, after 


having conducted us through the dangers 29 diſtreſſes of 


the war, with great honour to himſelt, and uſefulneſs to 
the public, preferred an honourable quietus, from pub- 
lic ſervice, that he might be : ar leiſure to improve his ac- 

quaintance | 5 


* The following liſt of vente; names who have preſided in 


Connecticut, from the firſi inſtitution of government, will not be 
ungrateſul to thoſe who review, with thankful pleaſure, the divine 
goodneſs to the State—in the diſtinguiſhed accomplithments of 
_ thoſe who have ruled over it. 


As voluntary government was inſtituted! in January 16 39. The 
Honorable Meſſi'rs Hopkins and Haynes preſided, alternately, 
from that time till 1652. And the latter was Governor till 1658. 
He was ſucceeded by the Honorable Mr. Winthrop, who, in 


1661, was agent for the Colony at the Court of King Charles the 


ſecond, and obtained the Charter—From that time the acceſſion 
of Governors will appear by the following table. 


___ Governor Winthrop, 1662 Governer Law, 1742 

Governor Leet, 1672 Governor Wolcott, 1751 
Governor Treat, 1680 Governor Fitch, 1 
Governor Winthrop, 1696 Governor Pitkin, 1766 

Governor Satonftal, 10% Governor Trumbull, 1769 


Governor Talcott, 1724 Governor Griſwold, 4784 
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quaintance with that world, where the honours conferred 


by mortals fade away, but the man who has faichfully 
« ſerved his generation” ſhall receive an unfading crown 
of immortal glory. 

Al as ! that ſuch a treaſure of wiſdom and virtue is re- 
moved from our world! too ſoon, by far tos ſoon for vs, 


and for mankind. But, for himſelf, the moſt proper ſca- 


ſon ; his hoary head being crowned with glory, as 2 hn 
of letters, a ſtateſman and a chriſtian. Bleſſed bs the 
Father of Spirits, that notwithſtanding the breach occa- 
ſioned by his death, we are ſtill happy in a train of wor- 


thy characters, poſſeſſed of like accompliſhments, who 


catched his mantle as it fell, and whoſe parriot virtues 
will bleſs mankind. f rn nr Tn fob” 


Your Excellency will pardon this momentary digreſ- 
fon, on account of the ſolemn and weighty occaſion. —{[ 
have only to add, that, great as your honour and telicity 
are, in the reſpects which have been named, were this all, 


you could not be pronounced happy on the whole. Bleſ- 
{ed be God, your proſpects are not bounded by time, but 


open into immortality.— That, while your Excellency is 


treading the downward ftcep of life, you can look back 
on its ſeveral ſtages, devoted to God and ſpent in his ſer- 


vice, and in doing good to men—and look forward with 


calm ſerenity, and joyful confidence, in the great Re- 


deemer, to an admiſſion into the preſence of his glory 


with exceeding Joy. 


Ir is our heart's deſire and prayer to God for your Ex- 


cellency, that you may be ſupported under the weight of 


public cares, and declining years; that you may continue 
to be bleſt, and to bleſs mankind ; that the chriſtian con- 


ſolation 


+ This great man was called from our world on the 17th of Au- 


putt 1985, aged 74. A more particular. account of his life and 

character is omitted here, as the public is already poſſeſſed of it in 

an 88 Diſcourſe, at his Funeral, by the Rev. Mr. EL v, of 
ebanon. EE oe | 
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ſolation may be your joy; that, in ſome future period, 
being old and full of days, you may be honourably in- 

terred— your country's tears mingling with thoſe of your 
own family, and bedewing your venerable herſe. And 


that you may receive a diſtinguiſhed portion among the 
dee e Chriſt Jeſus. 


Tux ſubject now invites the attention of his Honour 
the Lieutenant-Governor, the honourable Council, and 
Houle of Repreſentatives. | 


GENTLEMEN, 


Tarovcn the good hand of our God. upon us, in the 
peace of 1783, our freedom and independence are recog- 
nized, by the Britiſh court. We rank among other na- 
tions. — Have an immenſe territory, extending through a 
variety of climates. —A wide field is opened for the cul- 
tivation of the arts of peace An opportunity for perfect- 
ing and perpetuating the moſt happy conſtitution of go- 
ver nment, in the federal union. And, by the divine bleſ- 
ſing on proper civil and military diſcipline, we ſhall be 
ſecure from the attacks, or, at* leaſt, from the ravages of 


4 an any. 


Wu ar remains then, but that we take the cup 4s falvs- 
tion, and call on God—thankfully accept his ineſtimable 
bleſſings, and improve them to be happy ourſelves, and 
to leave the invaluable inheritance to poſterity? To this 
ve have motives the moſt numerous and weighty, but 
above all, we owe it to that omnipotent goodneſs—that 
God of grace, who ruleth in the kingdoms of men, and 
giveth them to whomſoever he pleaſech, and who hath 
cauſed his tender mercy to triumph over all our unwor- 
thineſs. 


Tnar we may enjoy the proffered bleſſings, much is 
yet to be done. The various and complicated interefts 
of the ſtate are to be fixed and ſecured. —The energy of 

government, 
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d, government, enfeebled by the revolution, and other cau- 
n- des, is to be reſtored----the principles of the union im- 


ur WW proved, and confirmed the public credit eſtabliſhed--- 


nd Wl and the whole ſyſtem of the finances placed on a wiſe and 
he reſpectable footing. = 


Amons the many ſubjects which will engage the at- 
tention of the legiſlature the following deſerve particular 
attention. That, in the weighty ſubje& of legiſlation, 
whatever ſtatutes may be requiſite, ſhould be founded 
on principles of private and public juſtice and utility, 


ur 


nd 


with that of the public.----Laws ſhould be plain, ſimple, 


5 and but few: Would rulers wiſh to govern well, they 
* will not attempt to govern too much. 
rh a Your honours will not be unmindful of the vaſt im- 
-ul- Wportance of the executive branch. In particular, that 


ect- 
So- 
leſ- 
be 


| ay in general. And, who are exemplary for thoſe vir- 
'S 0 


ues, which give energy to their determinations. 


Iva- 


a heart animated by the ſpirit of true religion---and, as 
able uch, is evangelical obedience---is, in many reſpects, eſ- 
and Nential to the well being of ſociety : In this laſt view it 
this Is the proper object of civil government. While, there- 
| but fre, it is remembered that Chriſt's kingdom “ is not of 
-that Whis world,” and as ſuch © calls no man maſter,” it is 
and roper to obſerve that the manners of the people mult be 
hath Wormed by education and government. Admitting that 
Wor- Wa exact determination of the boundaries between the 
ghts of conſcience, and of the magiſtrate, may be diffi- 
i ult, in ſome eaſes----the moſt important and practical 
a as Principles, on this ſubject, are extremely plain; and are 
- b of imitted by the moſt enlightened, of every denomination, 
28 eſſential to good aner and happineſs in ſociety. Your 


honours, 


combining, as far as poſſible, the intereſt of individuals | 


your Judges are men of the firſt character, for wiſdom, 
and unbiaſſed rectitude of heart---well acquainted with 
the laws of the ſtate, and with the principles and ſpirit of 


As the ſame courſe of external conduct, which flows from 
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honors, ſenſible of the i importance of the general princi. 


ple, will apply it in your wiſdom for the good of this, 
up . 


Amons the many vices, which tend to the ruin of in- 


dividuals and ſociety, perhaps none are more fatal than 
thoſe of needleſs lawſuits, and che intemperate ule of ſtrong 
drinks. The expence of theſe deſtructive practices is the 
leaſt of their evils; but even this is not inconſiderable. 
It would be ealy to ſhew, were it needful, that the uſele!; 

conſumption of time and money, in theſe ſocial vices, far 
exceeds the whole coſt of ſupporting civil government, 


and the public worſhip of God. But were this all, it 
What is of, almof 
infinitely, greater importance is the deſtruction of virtue 


and good manners; which is hereby effected, in individ- 
_ vals, in families, and the public. © Who hath wo? 
Who hath ſorrow ? Who hath contention ? Who hath 
| babbling ? Who hath wounds without cauſe ? Who hath 
redneſs of eyes ?----They who tarry long at the wine: 
they who go to ſeek much wine.”----At the laſt it bitetl 


like a ſerpent and ſtingeth like an adder,” 


Your honours will be happy if you can fave this peo- 
ple from that gulph of ruin. We rejoice that our rulers 


ſo generally remember the excellent maxim, which king 
Lemuel received from his mother. It is not for kings 
O Lemuel, it is not for kings, to drink wine, nor fo 
_ princes ſtrong drink: leſt they drink and forget the lay, 
and peryert the Judgement of any of the afflicted, . 


Tux intereſts of cation, and literature in genera, 


are humbly recomended to this honorable Afﬀembly 
The Univerſity in the ſtate, under the auſpices of a gen. 


tleman whoſe praiſe is far extended in the religious and 

literary world flouriſhing 1 in numbers, in literature an 

reputation is, however, expoſed to many inconvel 
encies; 


* Proverbs, xxiii. 29—32. + Proverbs, xxxi. 4, 5- 
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encies ; eſpecially from the want of proper edifices to 
contain the ſtudents under the eye of the executive autho- 
_ rity, and funds to ſupport ſome additional proiefforſhips. 


The paternal attention of this venerable Aſſembly, is re- 
queſted to that important inſtitution; where ſo many of 
us have received our education: in which we have a com- 


mon intereſt, and where we wiſh that our ſons may be 
united as a band of brothers, in treading the delightful 
paths of ſcience, and forming for public uſefulneſs- 


When we ſhall {leep 1 in the duſt of death. 


| Your honours are no ſtrangers to the Nee alarm- 
ing ſtate of public credit, and the preſſing neceſſity for 
the adoption of deciſive meaſures to reſtore it. I 1 our 
foreign and domeſtic creditors muſt be ſatisfied is not 
problematical it is certain. Our national character is 
at ſtake, with all the invaluable bleflings of fre dom and 
Independence, In vain have: theſe been purchaſed, at 


ſuch an expence of blood and treaſure, unleſs our nat tonal 
credit be ſupported. 


Tas is a ſubject no leſs. Ae than di ficult. It 
iS ealy to foreſee what will net ſucceed, but hard to de- 
termine t will. An attempt to remedy the evil by 


a new emiſſion of paper currency would, no doubt, come 


under the former deſcription, and be making bad worſe. 


Our public ſecurities, of every denomination, are of this 
kind, poſſeſſed of all the recommending qualities which 
could attend a new. paper Currency, deſtitute of a fund 
for its redemption. But, like the thin ears, and lean 
kine, in the dream of Pgypr's king, they hare already 
devoured the fat and full ears of gold and ſilver with 
which our country aboundedd at the peace in 178 3---and 
they are nothing better but are, continental money ex- 

cepted, ſuch as were never FAG in all the land of -Lert 168 
for baunefs... 


Tuts, however, is not the fault of any claſs of men, 


Whether rulers or ſubjects, but of the times. It is the re- 
D SE ſult 
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ſult of a combination of circumſtances attending the late 


revolution, in connexion with the imperfection common 


to man. How to remedy the evil 1s the queſtion.----The 


collected wiſdom of this Aſſembly, and of the united Re- 
public, will be ſtrenuouſly, and, we truſt, ſucceſsfully, 

ployed in deviſing means to reſtore our credit, as a 
ſtate and nation.----Theſe, it is not the province of the 
ſpeaker to ſuggeſt : but it is eaſy to obſerve, that our re- 


ſources are not inconſiderable. Beſide our unlocated 


lands, a future revenue of immenſe value, the fruits of a 


well directed induſtry and ceconomy.---Our advantage 


for ſhip-building, for trade, and, eſpecially, for the fiſh- 
ery.----With other ſources of private and public wealth 
may be directed in ſuch a manner as to fix, and perpetu- 
ate, the public credit. 


Voun honours would be happy if you could dots : 


| ſome better expedient, than has yet been adopted, for the 


gradual, but total abolition of ſlavery ; and, in the mean 


time, protect the friendleſs Africans among us from a- 


buſe, on the one hand, and, on the other, ſecure ſociety 
from 1 injury by 1 improper and il]-timed manumiſſions. 


Donn the firſt ſtages of the late war, amidſt the ter- 


rors of impending ſlavery on ourſelves and poſterity--- 
much was ſaid, and ſomething done, in favour of the blacks. 
But the meaſures, then adopted, are evidently inadequate, 


and attended with conſequences unfriendly to ſociety, and 


to them. In each of theſe views, the ſubject calls for 


pyblic attention: but, immediate danger being paſt, it 
engages little notice.. And, not a few of the citizens of 
the United States are returning, © like the dog to his 


vomit,“ to that dreadful infraction of the law of nature 


and of God, the practice of ſtealing their brethren of 


the human race, and felling them. While many Britiſh 


ſubjects and ſome of the firſt dignitaries of their eſtab- 
liſhed church, are pleading the cauſe of thoſe friendleſs 


; and oppreſied ſtrangers, with a nobleneſs of ſentiment, 


and 


eien 


pectable, the publication of the Sermon 1s no ſmall indicating of 
» On 


this ſubject. 
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and ardour of zeal, which do honour to their profefſion 


and to humanity,*® +» 


Cov:.v your honours do any thing effectual, however 


the intereſted and uafeeling might oppoſe, humanity 
would approve, with the moſt friendly ardour. The lov- 


ers of truth and goodneſs would aſſiſt you with their pray- 
ers. The bleſſing of many, ready to periſh, would come 


on you. Heaven would approve, and the good ſavour 
of your excellent name would be diffuſed through all 


generations. 


| Trar I be not further tedious, may the ſpirit of wif- 
dom guide the preſent ſeſſion of the legiſlature. May 
you do much ſervice for your country, and return home, 


with that deſerved reputation for wiſdom and honour 
which 1s far better than the moſt precious cintment. 


TRE venerable Clergy will now be pleaſed to ſuffer 


the affectionate addreſs. 
Moch RESPECTED FATHERS AND BRETHREN, 


Tnovon we have no ſhare in legiſlation and govern- 
ment, a large field is open, in which we are to diffuſe the 


ſweet perfume of that moſt fragrant compoſition, the chriſ= 
tian religion, which we are to preach to others, and prac- | 


tice ourſelves. Nothing 1s more obvious than that the 


ſpirit and inſtitutions of the goſpel bear a friendly aſpect 


to. 


* Beſide many other publications, the reader is defired to con- 


ſalt, a pamphlet entitled, The cafe of our fellow creatures, the 


oppreſſed Africans, reſpectfully recommended to the ſerious con- 

fideration of the Legiſlature of Great-Britain, by the people called 

SDuakers.” And, the Biſhop of Cheſter's Sermon before the So- 
ciety for the propagation of the goſpel in foreign parts, at their 


anniverſary meeting in February, 1783, publiſhed by order of the 
ſociety. As the members of that ſociety are numerous and reſ- 


the humane ſentiments which are prevailing in Great-Brita1 


FP 


— == BD Y 2 2 OY 
22 
3 LB 


3 
ä 
hs OY ro ge 
Eo nor 2 
1 OF — = 


3 


if 
fl 
s 
4 h, 
„ 
o BY 7 
1 
þ £4 
4 25 
* 


” 
TT 
rad 
1 

1 
” 
/ 


c * 
Kam, 3 5 , 
ö bo - — 
& yo * * = 


* 
r 32 £248 


I'd 
— - 
e 
* 


* x4 
OT 
PR 


3 Pe 7 
* _ 3 5 — — 


— $42, 


ens re Fo a > 


r 
- 


Lis £3;.A 


* 1 


ne 
— 


1 


2 A ELECTION SERMON. 


to ſociety and government. And that, in ſuch a manner, 
as is true of no other religious ſyſtem: — for no other, 
teaches 1ts votaries to place their felicity in the public 


moſt perfect general happineſs. But chriſtianity not on- 
ly teaches, but inſpires its ſubjects with this truly noble 
Hberality of ſentiment and affection. It expands the heart 
of each individual to embrace the good of all, and to reſt 
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thus dilated with public affection, can not. fail to exert 
itſelf for the good of ſociety. „ 
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to be ready to every good work, to ſpeak evil of no man, 
to be no brawlers, ſhewing all meckneſs to all men.“ 
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Prom us, they mould learn the ſweet pleaſure of domeſtic 
virtue and religion, 1 in all its branches. And how good 
and pleaſant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity. 
5 Society is conſtituted of families, and from them, it re- 


ſtate. And, above all, to reverence our great Creator 


to the poor the friends of ſtrangers—to wipe the tear 


from the orphan's eye and cauſe the widow: s heart | to 


ing for) Joy. 


So1ert ous. 


„Titus iii. 1, 2. 
\ , | 


good, and to think and act on the extended ſcale of the 


ultimately, in the perfection of the divine glory, and of 
the felicity of God's kingdom. And, ſurely, a heart 


VV are to teach our people “e the whole council of 


cal chriſtianity. Hut let it ſuffice, on the preſent occa- 
ſion, to obſerve, that we mult © put them in mind to be 
ſubject to principalities and powers, to obey magiſtrates, 


By inſtruction and example, we are to ſhew them the | 
way to exhibit the amiable beauties of pure chriſtianity, 
in the exertions of well directed benevolence and public 
ſpirit, and a becoming diſcharge of all the relative duties. 


ceives its complexion. —In this way let us teach our peo- 
ple to reverence the laws, the rulers, and judges of the 


and Redeemer: and imitate his goodneſs—to be fathers 
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Sol ierrovus that the people of our charge, may be rea- 
dy to every good work, and wiſe to ſalvation---we ſhall 
not only-teach them by word and example, but bear them 
on our hearts at the throne of grace ; and, we ſhall not be 
unmindful of each other, and the ehutches of God. May 
] not add that, while we pray the Lord of the harveſt to 
ſend forth labourers into the harveſt, we ſhould be of one 
mind among ourſelves as to the introduction of proba- 
tioners, and the ſettlement of paſtors----that they a are 
workmen who need not to be aſhamed---perſons eminent 
for piety, literature, and all miniſterial accompliſhments. 
The faithful miniſter wiſhes to live in his ſucceſſors, in 


the een work. —May We nave: this animating 
proſpect. 


Burr be God that t to us, is this grace given to preach i 
:mong our fellow ſinners, the unſearchable riches of Chriſt. 
Happy, indeed, if we obtain mercy to be faithful and 3 
ſucceſsful !—— Thus ſhall the precious ointment of pure SR 
chriſtianity, exhibited in our doctrines and our lives, Hike _ 
fule a moſt delicious perfume, and be © a ſweet ſavor of „ 
Chriſt unto God - ſweeten our way through the labours — 
and trials of life not forſake us in the folemh hour ob 
death, and render our joys pure and complete in a better ay - 
world, when we meet each other, and thoſe of our dear 
focks, who have profited by our mihiſtry. 


Tre leaſt of you all felicitates you, and kimfelf on the . + "nn 
great mercy of having received part of this miniſtry.— © 
He heartily wiſhes you the divine preſence, and abundant WM 
lucceſs, together with increaſing harmony in all the branch. 


ts of chriſtian truth, till we all come in the unity of the 
faith and knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 


man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the tulneſs of : 
Hriſt. 9 
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FALL v, all who are preſent this day are invited ty 
* take the cup of ſalvation and call on God”----wit 
thankful praiſe for all his mercies to us, and to our father 
and wiſely to improve them by a practical compliance 
with the duties of their relations to ſociety, to mankind 
and to themſelves. e 92 


ABove all, let us receive the cup of goſpel ſalvatio 
preſented through the great Redeemer - by a hearty co 
pliance with all the inſtitutions of chriſtianity. The 
mall the ſweet perfume of © the anointing from above 
diffuſe its reviving influence through every breaſt, a 
we ſhall know, in ſome degree on earth, how good a 
| how pleaſant it is for brethren to dwell together in unit 
[And this happifying knowledge will be perfected 
the world of perpetual harmony :---where all the redee 
ed from among men ſhall join in receiving the cup 
ſalvation, and in ſaying, © thanks be to God for his 
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5 Tux END. 
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